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Brennan, Arne Duncan, and our entire team
have tried to engage in the most rigorous plan-
ning exercise to make sure that anything that
may occur in the fall, we’re prepared for.

And so I won’t go through the details of this.
I’m sure that Kathleen and Janet and others
have laid out what the potential consequences
are of a renewed outbreak of H1N1. We want
to make sure that we are not promoting panic,
but we are promoting vigilance and prepara-
tion. And the most important thing for us to do
in this process is to make sure that State and
local officials prepare now to implement a vac-
cination program in the fall, but also that they
are working on an overall public communica-
tions campaign with the White House and the
possibilities that we may need to be dealing
with schools that are seeing significant out-
breaks of H1N1.

And we’ve looked at past cases of this being
properly handled and situations like this being
improperly handled, and one of the most im-
portant differences is where it’s well handled,
State and local officials have complete owner-
ship over this issue. They are providing good
ideas to the Federal Government; they are
critical links to inform us what’s working and
what’s not.

And so I’m just very grateful that all of you
are taking this seriously. We may end up avert-
ing a crisis. That’s our hope. But I think that if
we are all working together in a thoughtful,
systematic way based on the best science pos-
sible, that even if this turns out to be a serious
situation, we can mitigate the damage and pro-

tect our neighbors and our friends and co-
workers.

So again, my main message to you is to say
thank you. You are working with a outstanding
team in Kathleen, Janet, Arne, and John. And
if there are any issues at all that you think we
have not raised, any t’s we have not crossed or
i’s that we have not dotted, that affect either
our general approach or your specific commu-
nity, please let us know. We don’t want to find
out after the fact that there’s some things that
we could have done better. We want to find
out now and make sure that we’re planning
ahead.

So, Kathleen, good job as always, and I want
you to know that in conversations with world
leaders about this issue, what’s clear is, is that
we are way ahead in terms of our planning.
And in fact, we may need to provide some
guidance and direction to other public health
officials in other countries who may not have
done such excellent preparation as you have
done.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:30 p.m.,
c.e.s.t., from L’Aquila, Italy, to summit partici-
pants at the National Institutes of Health. In
his remarks, he referred to Secretary of
Homeland Security Janet A. Napolitano; Pres-
ident Giorgio Napolitano of Italy; Secretary of
Health and Human Services Kathleen Sebel-
ius; Assistant to the President for Homeland
Security and Counterterrorism John O. Bren-
nan; and Secretary of Education Arne Dun-
can. The transcript released by the Office of
the Press Secretary also included the remarks
of Secretary Sebelius.

Remarks on the Declaration by the Major Economies Forum on Energy and
Climate Change in L’Aquila, Italy 
July 9, 2009

Buona sera. Good afternoon. We have just
finished a productive meeting of the Major
Economies Forum on Energy and Climate
Change, and I’d like to begin by recognizing
Prime Minister Berlusconi for cochairing this
forum, as well as the extraordinary hospitality
that he, his team, and the people of L’Aquila
and the people of Italy have shown us during

this stay. We are very grateful to all of you. I
also want to thank the 17 other leaders who
participated.

We had a candid and open discussion about
the growing threat of climate change and what
our nations must do, both individually and col-
lectively, to address it. And while we don’t ex-
pect to solve this problem in one meeting or
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one summit, I believe we’ve made some impor-
tant strides forward as we move towards Copen-
hagen.

I don’t think I have to emphasize that climate
change is one of the defining challenges of our
time. The science is clear and conclusive, and
the impacts can no longer be ignored. Ice
sheets are melting; sea levels are rising; our
oceans are becoming more acidic. And we’ve al-
ready seen its effects on weather patterns, our
food and water sources, our health and our hab-
itats.

 Every nation on this planet is at risk, and just
as no one nation is responsible for climate
change, no one nation can address it alone. And
that’s why, back in April, I convened this forum
of the world’s major economies who are respon-
sible for more than three-quarters of the
world’s carbon pollution. And it’s why we’ve
gathered again here today.

Each of our nations comes to the table with
different needs, different priorities, different
levels of development. And developing nations
have real and understandable concerns about
the role they will play in these efforts. They
want to make sure that they do not have to sac-
rifice their aspirations for development and
higher living standards. Yet, with most of the
growth in projected emissions coming from
these countries, their active participation is a
prerequisite for a solution.

We also agree that developed countries, like
my own, have a historic responsibility to take
the lead. We have the much larger carbon foot-
print per capita, and I know that in the past, the
United States has sometimes fallen short of
meeting our responsibilities. So let me be clear:
Those days are over. One of my highest priori-
ties as President is to drive a clean energy trans-
formation of our economy, and over the past 6
months, the United States has taken steps to-
wards this goal.

We’ve made historic investments in the bil-
lions of dollars in developing clean energy tech-
nologies. We’re on track to create thousands of
new jobs across America—on solar initiatives
and wind projects and biofuel projects, trying to
show that there is no contradiction between en-
vironmentally sustainable growth and robust
economic growth.

We’ve also for the first time created a nation-
al policy raising our fuel efficiency standards
that will result in savings of 1.8 billion barrels of
oil over the lifetime of vehicles sold in the next
5 years alone. And we just passed in our House
of Representatives the first climate change leg-
islation that would cut carbon pollution by more
than 80 percent by 2050.

These are very significant steps in the United
States. They’re not as far as some countries
have gone, but they are further than others, and
I think that as I wrestle with these issues politi-
cally in my own country, I’ve come to see that it
is going to be absolutely critical that all of us go
beyond what’s expected if we’re going to
achieve our goals. During the course of our 3
days in L’Aquila, we’ve taken also a number of
significant steps forward. I want to briefly high-
light them.

This week, the G–8 nations came to a historic
consensus on concrete goals for reducing car-
bon emissions. We all agreed that by 2050 de-
veloped nations will reduce their emissions by
80 percent, and that we will work with all na-
tions to cut global emissions in half. This ambi-
tious effort is consistent with limiting global
warming to no more than 2 degrees Celsius,
which, as our declaration explicitly acknowl-
edged for the first time, is what the mainstream
of the scientific community has called for.

Today at the Major Economies Forum, de-
veloped and developing nations made further
and unprecedented commitments to take
strong and prompt action. Developed nations
committed to reducing their emissions in abso-
lute terms. And for the first time, developing
nations also acknowledged the significance of
the 2 degrees Celsius metric and agreed to take
action to meaningfully lower their emissions
relative to business as usual in the midterm—in
the next decade or so. And they agreed that be-
tween now and Copenhagen, they will negotiate
concrete goals to reduce their emissions by
2050.

We also agreed that the actions we take to
achieve our reductions must be measurable, re-
portable, and verifiable. And we agreed to es-
tablish, at the earliest possible date, a peak year
after which overall global emissions will start



July 9 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2009

1074

falling. And these are all very significant steps
forward in addressing this challenge.

In addition, we agreed to substantially in-
crease financial resources to help developing
nations create low-carbon growth plans and
deploy clean energy technologies. We also rec-
ognize that climate change is already happen-
ing, and so we’re going to have to help those
affected countries adapt, particularly those
who are least able to deal with its consequenc-
es because of a lack of resources. So we are
looking at providing significant financial assis-
tance to help these countries, and I want to
particularly commend President Calderon of
Mexico and Gordon Brown of the United
Kingdom for coming up with some creative
proposals that all of us are going to be explor-
ing as to how we might finance this. We’ve
asked the G–20 finance ministers to take up
the climate financing issues and report back to
us at the G–20 meeting in Pittsburgh in the
fall.

Finally, we’ve agreed to create a new global
partnership to drive the development of trans-
formational clean energy technologies around
the world. Our goal is to double the research
and development investments we need to
bring these technologies to market and to
achieve our long-term energy and emissions
goals. A number of countries have already
agreed to take lead on developing particular
technologies, including solar and smart grids,
advanced vehicles, bio-energy, and more. Aus-
tralia, for example, is creating a new center,
which Kevin will be introducing shortly, and, I
think, points to the ability for us to pool our re-
sources in order to see the technological
breakthroughs that are going to be necessary
in order for us to solve this problem.

So let me just summarize. We’ve made a
good start, but I am the first one to acknowl-
edge that progress on this issue will not be
easy. And I think that one of the things we’re
going to have to do is fight the temptation to-
wards cynicism, to feel that the problem is so

immense that somehow we cannot make sig-
nificant strides.

It is no small task for 17 leaders to bridge
their differences on an issue like climate
change. We each have our national priorities
and politics to contend with, and any steps we
agree to here are intended to support and not
replace the main U.N. negotiations with more
than 190 countries. It’s even more difficult in
the context of a global recession, which I think
adds to the fears that somehow addressing this
issue will contradict the possibilities of robust
global economic growth.

But ultimately, we have a choice. We can ei-
ther shape our future, or we can let events
shape it for us. We can fall back on the stale
debates and old divisions, or we can decide to
move forward and meet this challenge togeth-
er. I think it’s clear from our progress today
which path is preferable and which path we
have chosen. We know that the problems we
face are made by human beings. That means
it’s within our capacity to solve them. The
question is whether we will have the will to do
so; whether we’ll summon the courage and ex-
ercise the leadership to chart a new course.
That’s the responsibility of our generation;
that must be our legacy for generations to
come. And I am looking forward to being a
strong partner in this effort.

With that, let me turn it over to Kevin
Rudd, who, I think, has a significant an-
nouncement that fits in with the issues I raised
earlier about technology challenges and our
capacity to move forward and leapfrog over
some of the old technologies that make this
problem so difficult to deal with.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:41 p.m. in the
G–8 press conference room at the Guardia di
Finanza Inspectors’ School. In his remarks, he
referred to Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi of
Italy; Prime Minister Gordon Brown of the
United Kingdom; and Prime Minister Kevin
M. Rudd of Australia.
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Declaration by the Leaders of the Major Economies Forum on Energy and
Climate
July 9, 2009

We, the leaders of Australia, Brazil, Canada,
China, the European Union, France, Germany,
India, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, the Republic of
Korea, Mexico, Russia, South Africa, the United
Kingdom, and the United States met as the Ma-
jor Economies Forum on Energy and Climate
in L’Aquila, Italy, on July 9, 2009, and declare
as follows:

Climate change is one of the greatest chal-
lenges of our time. As leaders of the world’s ma-
jor economies, both developed and developing,
we intend to respond vigorously to this chal-
lenge, being convinced that climate change pos-
es a clear danger requiring an extraordinary
global response, that the response should re-
spect the priority of economic and social devel-
opment of developing countries, that moving to
a low-carbon economy is an opportunity to pro-
mote continued economic growth and sustain-
able development, that the need for and de-
ployment of transformational clean energy
technologies at lowest possible cost are urgent,
and that the response must involve balanced at-
tention to mitigation and adaptation.

We reaffirm the objective, provisions and
principles of the UN Framework Convention
on Climate Change. Recalling the Major Econ-
omies Declaration adopted in Toyako, Japan, in
July 2008, and taking full account of decisions
taken in Bali, Indonesia, in December 2007, we
resolve to spare no effort to reach agreement in
Copenhagen, with each other and with the oth-
er Parties, to further implementation of the
Convention.

Our vision for future cooperation on climate
change, consistent with equity and our common
but differentiated responsibilities and respec-
tive capabilities, includes the following:

1. Consistent with the Convention’s objective
and science:

Our countries will undertake transparent na-
tionally appropriate mitigation actions, subject
to applicable measurement, reporting, and veri-
fication, and prepare low-carbon growth plans.
Developed countries among us will take the
lead by promptly undertaking robust aggregate

and individual reductions in the midterm con-
sistent with our respective ambitious long-term
objectives and will work together before Co-
penhagen to achieve a strong result in this re-
gard. Developing countries among us will
promptly undertake actions whose projected ef-
fects on emissions represent a meaningful devi-
ation from business as usual in the midterm, in
the context of sustainable development, sup-
ported by financing, technology, and capacity-
building. The peaking of global and national
emissions should take place as soon as possible,
recognizing that the timeframe for peaking will
be longer in developing countries, bearing in
mind that social and economic development
and poverty eradication are the first and over-
riding priorities in developing countries and
that low-carbon development is indispensible to
sustainable development. We recognize the sci-
entific view that the increase in global average
temperature above pre-industrial levels ought
not to exceed 2 degrees C. In this regard and in
the context of the ultimate objective of the Con-
vention and the Bali Action Plan, we will work
between now and Copenhagen, with each other
and under the Convention, to identify a global
goal for substantially reducing global emissions
by 2050. Progress toward the global goal would
be regularly reviewed, noting the importance of
frequent, comprehensive, and accurate invento-
ries. 

We will take steps nationally and internation-
ally, including under the Convention, to reduce
emissions from deforestation and forest degra-
dation and to enhance removals of greenhouse
gas emissions by forests, including providing
enhanced support to developing countries for
such purposes.

2. Adaptation to the adverse effects of cli-
mate change is essential. Such effects are al-
ready taking place. Further, while increased
mitigation efforts will reduce climate impacts,
even the most aggressive mitigation efforts will
not eliminate the need for substantial adapta-
tion, particularly in developing countries which
will be disproportionately affected. There is a
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